
Dear Jonathan Lord,

You will have seen the news on the release of the IPCC report on the 9th August. 

I'm sure that, like me, you won't have had time yet to look at the report in any detail, but 
the summaries on the news make grim enough reading. The science is unequivocally 
backing up the evidence of our eyes, ears and hearts.

The one optimistic statement I have seen so far is that if we do, as a planet, manage to 
achieve net zero by 2050 then we are in a position, hopefully, to halt warming beyond 1.5 
degrees and avoid some of the most hellish consequences. I know that this is the 
government's stated ambition, but it really must not fail on this. I enjoyed Baroness 
Brown's fascinating talk but one concern I had was the great reliance on technologies that 
have not been developed yet (hydrogen power, carbon capture and so on). Let's not forget 
that we will now be having to develop and implement these technologies in an 
environment that will be deteriorating year on year. I notice that the media are already 
picking up on the cost to householders of implementing the necessary changes. These 
costs must not fall on individuals and families, many of whom will simply be unable to 
afford to make the changes however much they might wish to.

Having discussed our predicament with you already, I know you are also deeply 
concerned. All I can do is urge you, when representing us, to do everything you can to 
bring the urgency of this issue to the forefront of debate at every possible opportunity! 
Talking to people during the Extinction Rebellion demonstration in Woking town centre on 
the 7th August, I can definitely say they are aware of the seriousness of what's happening 
and eager for change - they just feel helpless. You are our voice in Parliament - please use 
that voice wisely and well.
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